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By MORYT MILO

The planning commission is con
sidering what city planners described 
as a "keystone" project along the 
Winchester corridor, a proposal to 
redevelop 3.69 acres at the corner of 
Winchester Boulevard and Rincon 
Avenue into a mixed-use project with 
senior l iving units above retail. 

The Campbell City Council paved 
the way for the development when it 
approved an amendment to the city's 
General Plan on J an.16 that rezoned 
the parcel from central commercial to 
medium-density residential. The 
change in zoning was required to 
allow for the construction of a 21-unit 
Alzheimer's facility that would not 
have been permitted in the commer
cial district under the existing code. 

The project will be known as Mer
rill Gardens at Campbell. Merrill Gar
dens is a family-owned business that 
operates senior housing facilities 
nationwide. The operator is working 
closely with.Barry Swenson Builder 
on a 98-unit project in Willow Glen at 
the intersection of Curci Drive and 
Meridian Avenue. 

The Campbell project would include 
127 units, of which 19 will be provided 
as affordable housing rentals. The 
complex will be made up oflOl senior 
rental units for independent or assist
ed living, 26 non-age-restricted rental 
units and the separate Alzheimer's 
facility. The 16,710-square-foot pro
ject would include retail facing out 
onto Winchester Boulevard. 

Campbell planning commissioners 
met for the first time with Merrill Gar
dens representatives and project man
agers to informally discuss and fami). 
iarize themselves with the plans and 
a�k questions about the services and 
amenities that would be provided to 
residents. Traffic and parking were 
also discussed, with Merrill Gardens 
representatives telling the c�mmis
sioners that since the average age of a 
resident living in these facilities is 82, 
most do not have vehicles, and those 
who do dri \le them infrequently. The 
facility provides shuttles for seniors to 
shop and run errands. 

The initial drawings for the project 
include amenities such as a lounge and 
library, activity center, wine bar, well
ness center, landscaped courtyard and 
patio in addition to dining facilities that 
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OampbeU Livma: Metropolitan Planning Group co-owner Geoff Bradley was a former senior 
planner for the city o] Campbell. One of his favorite projects is Park Tower Place, a townhome project he 
helped plan next to the Water Tower. 

Building Character 
Former city planner 
is still close to home 

By ALICIA _UPANO 

W
hen Geoff Bradley drove by the 
Greyhound bus station in Sun
nyvale, he couldn't help but 

admire the 1,500-square-foot building. 
The 1966 building was creatively designed 
considering its peculiar location-under
neath the Mathilda Avenue overpass. 

Framed in walls of glass, the building 
exemplifies post-war modern/interna
tional architectural style and reminded 
Bradley of architect Philip Johnson's 
famed Glass House in New Canaan, Conn. 

"I remember thinking it would make a 
great coffee shop or art gallery," says 
Bradley, a Campbell resident. 

A childhood interest in architecture led 
him to a career in city planning, working 

for thecityofSunnyvale from 1995 to 1997, 
and then moving into Camp bell as a rede
velopment coordinator from 1997 to 2000 
and from there to senior planner in the 
planning department until 2005. 

Then he worked for KB Home and also 
did contract work for Cupertino and 
Mountain View. Mountain View planning 
manager Whitney McNair hir.ed·Bradlcy 
as a contractor. The two planners had met 
several years earlier at professional meet
ings. McNair ls an East Bay native with 
more than 12 years of professional plan
ning experience. 

During his stint in Mountain View, 
Bradley passed by the old bus station on his 
daily trek home. It may have been kismet 
the day McNair, heading home to Cuper
tino, saw Bradley scoping out the vacant 
building. The station was closed in 2004. 

McNair pulled over, and Bradley said he 
thought the building would make a great 
planning office. Both were ready to strike 
out on their own, and that's exactly what 

they did, forming Metropolitan Planning 
Group in 2006. 

Bradley's vision to reuse the building 
also materialized. Light pours onto their 
desks where passengers once waited for 
buses to pull onto Evelyn Avenue. McNair 
and Bradley roll out plans on the same 
counter where people once bought their 
bus tickets and checked their luggage. 

The planning counter takes center stage in 
the office, just as it did for Bradley in Camp
bell and McNair in Mountain View. As 
seniorplanner for the Orchard City, Bradley 
worked collaboratively with residents, devel
opers, city departments, planning commis 
sioners and city council members. 

Campbell planning commissioners Tom 
Francois and Bob Alderete credit Bradley 
for getting "Welcome to Campbell" added 
to the Kohl's sign that looks out onto the 
Highway 17 Hamilton A venue south exit. 
Bradley says there was only one sign on the 
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