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Basin Street

An important component of M-Group’s 
Environmental Review practice area includes 
the preparation of Initial Studies and Negative 
Declarations. Regardless of the scale of the 
project, M-Group provides these services 
with full project coordination between our 
client cities and development applicants. 
M-Group’s varying portfolio of Initial Studies 
includes a three-story medical office building 
in the City of Palo Alto; a four-story mixed-use 
apartment building in the City of San Ramon; 
and a 40,000 square-foot memory care facility 
in the City of Santa Rosa. Our experience also 
includes policy-driven projects such as are 
view of the Urban Growth Boundary Expansion 
Measure in the City of Windsor.
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ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

M-Group provides a thorough range of Environmental Review 
services that enable our clients’ projects to withstand critical 
examination during the public review process. 

Our team has extensive experience working on environmental review projects of varying size, 
scope, and complexity throughout the San Francisco Bay Area. Our past projects include typical 
community development and infrastructure projects; large scale residential and commercial 
developments; and comprehensive long range planning documents. Our expertise in 
environmental, policy, design,and preservation disciplines allows us to provide evidence-based 
and technically sound documents that meet CEQA provisions. 

M-Group offers the full range of CEQA services from Exemption Justifications to EIRs. We believe 
in a future where urban development and natural systems coexist. Accordingly, we work 
diligently through the CEQA process to ensure that development occurs in the most responsible 
and sustainable manner.

TAYLOR MOUNTAIN RESIDENCES AND ESTATES IS/MND | CITY OF SANTA ROSA

In its capacity as current planning staff at the City of Petaluma, 
M-Group managed the environmental review of the Riverfront 
Mixed-Use Project. The project site is located on 39 acres of 
vacant land north of the Petaluma River adjacent to Highway 101. 
The full scope of the project included a tentative subdivision map 
and rezone, including the development of 237 residential units, 
60,000 square feet of office, 30,000 square feet of retail, a 120-
room hotel, a 2.3-acre neighborhood park, and a 3.7-acre passive 
riverfront park. M-Group staff coordinated with technical experts 
to establish baseline conditions and determine potential 
environmental impacts.

RIVERFRONT EIR MANAGEMENT | CITY OF PETALUMA

M-Group prepared a comprehensive Initial Study/
Mitigated Negative Declaration for modifications 
to a subdivision map, design review, density 
bonus, and hillside development application for a 
41.5-acre site. The project included a proposed 
tentative subdivision map with seven single-family 
lots and a parcel map waiver for adjustments to 
the multi-family component. As the project 
affected views from a scenic roadway, M-Group 
worked collaboratively with City staff, technical 
consultants, and the Sonoma County Regional 
Parks District to ensure that the proposed 
development would not degrade the visual 
character of the site nor impact views from public 
vantage points.


